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Hello Everyone, 
 
Since our last meeting we have been quite busy. We 
have had our Fun Fly Competition, Pattern School, and 
by the time this newsletter finds you, our Giant Scale 
Fly-in. I really enjoy it when we have lots of activities 
at the field. It keeps me learning about differing aspects 
of the hobby.  
 
I can truly say that the pattern school was quite 
humbling for me. This school was the first that I had 
participated in as a student. I learned a lot about flying 
my plane, as well as, how much more I need to learn to 
become a better pilot. It is quite impressive to see how 
the guys who compete in pattern handle their plane.  
 
I look forward to seeing each of you during our club 
activities and at our club meetings.  
 
Have fun and be safe 
Eddie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The deadline for next month’s newsletter will be 
September 10, 2006.

 

www.flyjcrc.com  

Next Meeting is:  
Tuesday August 29th, 2006 6:45 PM at the 
Bowser Ridge Model Airport 
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Welcome New Members 
 
Johnson City Radio Controllers would like to 
welcome the following new members: 
 
Ken McMahon 
glendaandkennm23@earthlink.net 
 
 
Randy Ratliff 
301 Royal Drive 
Kingsport, TN 37663 
423-360-1468 
fishwithrandy@charter.net 
 

From the Editor… 
 
I would like to remind you to take advantage of 
listing any items you have for sale and feel free to 
share: photos, tips, ideas, interesting articles, product 
reviews, up-coming events and any other points of 
interest. Let the rest of us know what planes that 
you’re currently building. It will take input from all 
of our members to truly make a worthwhile 
newsletter. You can contact me by phone, letter, or 
e-mail. 
 
Thank You  
Nicholas Ingram (Cline) 
237 Cedar Ln 
Gray, TN. 37615 
(423)477-0681 
nicholas@flyjcrc.com 
 
Items for Sale… 
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The following items are for sale by Jim Caissie. He 
lives near the air field and would like to sell 
everything as a whole package, however, he my 
separate.  
·      Case that hold two radios  
·      Futaba FP T8UAF “ new”   
·      Tower Hobbies 4 FM System 3000  
·      Trainer 40 plane  
·      ½ A Shrike  
·      ½ A Honker  
·      ½ A Top Dawg  
·      Three Micro System 2000 Servos  
·      “ new “  OS 15  
·      OS 40  
·      OS 30  
·      TD 051  
·      Balsa stock, plywood, wing jig, monokote, 
paint, pump, tools, props, starter, iron, heat gun, 
tanks, many extras  
Asking $500 for everything  
Jim Caissie 423-863-1346  
 
If you have any items for sale please contact me 
about 2 to 3 weeks before each months meeting to 
give me time to list them in the newsletter. 
 
 (Note: If you have an item (or items) listed one 
month, and would like to list them again the 
following month please let me know to continue 
listing them each month. If not I will assume the 
item or items have sold and can be removed from 
the listing.) 

 
IMAA News …        
Chapter 693 
http://www.fly-imaa.org  
 

If you are an IMAA member and would like to be 
added to the JCRC chapter at no charge, contact Ed 
Fennell and give him your IMAA number so that he 
can update the membership roster. His number is: 
(423) 538-9667 

 
Senior Pattern: 
 

For more information about Senior Pattern go to: 
http://www.rcpattern.net/spa/  
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Monthly  Membership Meeting… 
 

JOHNSON CITY RADIO 
CONTROLLERS 

MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
 
Meeting minutes will be presented at the meeting. 
 

Fun Fly Competition 
2006 

 
We had a great time during the fun fly competition 
(to spite the rain). Even with the bad weather we had 
several competitors and lots of spectators. There was 
six separate events, each awarding first place 
trophies.  

 
 
There was also a Grand Champion trophy for the 
competitor who accumulated the most points during 
the event. The first place winner of each event 
earned 20 points, second place received 19, third 
received 18 and so on.  Here is Klaus Kogler 
receiving first place in the Carrier Landing event. 
 

 

 

 
 
Above are the Lonesome Pine guys who took five 
of the six first place trophies and the Grand 
Champion trophy. These guys are quite competitive, 
as well as good pilots. David Childress took first 
place in the Bean Run event, Tim Pilkenton took 
first place in the Balloon Bust event, and Chris 
Stallard took first in three events the Limbo, Time 
Trials and the Egg Drop. Chris also won the Grand 
Champion trophy. In fact, after winning the limbo 
for first place he made another pass under the 
ribbon inverted for a victory pass. Congratulations 
Chris you earned it. 
 

ON THE SAFE SIDE 
Safety: As Simple as ABC  
by Don Lowe 
 

Hi! I’ve been in this hobby a long time (forever), 
and I guess I’ve seen about everything happen in 
model flying that’s possible. However, I wonder if 
there is some method of operation that might help 
preclude crashes and unsafe operations. 

I’ve written about safety many times in past 
columns for RCM and, of course, I chaired AMA’s 
Safety Committee for many years. One thing I’ve 
learned is that you can have all the safety rules that 
you want, but if fliers don’t conscientiously observe 
these rules, then what good are the rules?  

Fortunately most fliers exercise common sense in 
their flight operations, and their airplanes survive to 
fly another day. 

Some say that man is a creature of habit. If you can, 
in some magical way, coach that creature to use 
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common sense and to follow a set of safety 
guidelines, then you have accomplished something. 

Models come in all shapes and sizes. Some have 
such low-energy content in their flight operations 
that they are not much of a threat. By and large, the 
typical model airplane flown by the average modeler 
is of a size, weight, speed, and complication that 
logical care in flight operations is mandatory 
otherwise serious damage can occur to people or 
property and none of us wants that to happen. 

Several weeks ago a friend of mine crashed a 
gorgeous and expensive Aerobatics (Pattern) model 
at a contest because of a momentary lapse of 
attention and adherence to important safety practices. 
The model was a typical F3A Pattern aircraft with a 
plug-in wing and tail. In his haste to fly, he forgot to 
physically secure the wing halves into position and 
plug in the aileron servos.  

This inattention to flight procedure was followed by 
a failure to exercise the control system prior to flight 
to observe normal operation. A takeoff and the 
resultant crash occurred. Fortunately no one was hit, 
but the beautiful aircraft—and his ego—were 
severely damaged. 

How do we improve our chances of safe flight? In 
mulling over this on the way home I thought about 
our flight training in the Air Force. We used a check 
system prior to flight that was simple and easy to 
remember. Each check list was particular to an 
individual aircraft design; such check lists are used 
by full-scale pilots today.  

The code I used at that time was CIGFTPR, and I 
will never forget it. It followed the usual walk-
around—inspecting the exterior to see that 
everything was in place and kicking the tires. Then 
in the cockpit I went through the list. It goes 
something like this: 

·  C (controls):  Operate the flight 
controls to observe for motion and 
direction  

·  I (instruments):  Check the 
instruments to be sure all are 
functional  

·  G (gear):  Landing gear lever down 
and locked  

·  F (flaps):  Flaps are set to proper 
position  

·  T (trims):  Control trims are set 
properly for takeoff  

·  P (propeller):  Propeller controls 
are set for startupand takeoff  

·  R (run-up):  Engine run-up to 
check proper operation  

This system worked well and I’m sure the precheck 
saved many an aborted takeoff. 

Okay, such a system works for full scale, but is 
there a system that is easy to use for model fliers 
that will be remembered and may be used to prevent 
disaster down the road? How about using ABC? It’s 
simple and easy to remember. The check would go 
like this: 

·  A (assembly):  Check that 
everything is in its proper place, 
controls are still intact as installed 
and securely fastened, and all 
assembly fasteners are in place.  

·  B (batteries):  Must be fully 
charged—very critical to safe 
flying.  

·  C (controls):  Controls checked for 
deflection, without evidence of 
servo malfunction, and operate in 
the proper direction.  

Have you ever taken off with the ailerons running 
backwards? The average flier will not survive this 
error, and many models have been lost because of 
reversed ailerons. Remember, make sure they are 
operating and in the proper direction. Just stare at 
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the aileron; did the right aileron deflect up when I 
commanded right aileron? 

Simply observing motion is not enough; you must 
check direction. You probably would be unable to 
execute a takeoff if any other control is backward, 
but the ailerons are another story! When I taxi I am 
consciously flipping the ailerons to make sure they 
are working correctly. When I flew full scale I 
always checked controls one last time before 
initiating takeoff. 

Will you do your ABCs? I sure hope so since it hurts 
to see a gorgeous airplane in pieces and maybe 
someone hurt. Let this little memory jogger help 
save your beautiful aircraft. Yes, safety is common 
sense, and for some it is habitual. Be sure and 
practice safe flight. 
 
Happy flying! 

Mowing Assignments: 
 
August  18th Ed Fennell 
August  25th  David Campbell 
August  31st John Yuhas 
September  8th Mike Morley 
September 15th Eric Nicodemus 
September 22nd Steve Weller 
September 29th Roy Berryman 
October  6th Skip Weller 
October 13th Curtis Hyder 
October  20th Rhea Starnes 
October 27th Ben Dewitt 
 
Please mow the field on or a day or two before your 
date.  Please let Skip Weller know if you can't mow 
at the appointed time, for whatever reason, so that 
someone else will be contacted to mow.   
 
It is very important that you mow during your 
appointed week, or make arrangements with Skip to 
reschedule you and find someone to mow in your 
place. 
 
Skip's number is 753-5352 
 
 

Just a Reminder 
 

Electric Fly In 
September16th  
 
The fly in starts at 10 am and will continue till 
after dark and hopefully we can get in some 
electric night flying. Please post the inserted flyer 
anywhere you can to draw interest to the event. 
Schools, barbershops, stores, auto parts houses, 
etc………. 

 
 
We as a club should always be looking for new 
members and find ways to introduce this exciting 
hobby to others. We need to be inviting people, 
young and old, to come out to the field and 
experience the hobby for themselves.  
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Vic Koenig 
3404 Berkshire Circle 
Johnson City, TN 37604 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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Benedicts Ace Hardware 
3607 N. Roan St 
Johnson City, TN  
(423)282-1950  

Boy’s Toys 
1305 Tusculum Blvd. Suite 1 

Greeneville, TN 37615 
(423) 639-8641 

 

Notice to Membership 
Access to the “Members Only” section of 
the JCRC Website is as follows: 
Username= jcrc (lowercase) 
Password= 00 + current gate combination 
www.flyjcrc.com  

Next Meeting is:  
Tuesday August 29th, 2006 
6:45 PM at the Bowser Ridge 
Model Airport. 
 


