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Hello Everyone, 
 
 The first Fly-in of the year was a great success. I want to 
say thank you to everyone who came out and fellowshipped 
with us. We have 25 pilots registered and there were pilots 
representing five different area clubs.  
 
Our next Fly-in, is a fun fly competition and will be held July 
29. Last year there was only two clubs that went head to head. 
It was JCRC and Lonesome Pine. This year we anticipate 
several area clubs will come out to compete for one of the six 
trophies that will be given out to the first place contestants. 
 
JCRC and Lonesome Pine will be co-coordinating this year’s 
competition in July. 
 
I also wanted to mention that Golden Corral has offered to 
supply food for some of our up coming fly-in concessions. 
They have also offered to allow us to meet in their meeting area 
during our winter months when we no longer meet at the flying 
field. 
 
Have fun and be safe 
Eddie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The deadline for next month’s newsletter will be July 10, 
2006.

 

www.flyjcrc.com  

Next Meeting is:  
Tuesday June 27th, 2006 6:45 PM at the 
Bowser Ridge Model Airport 
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Welcome New Members 
 
Johnson City Radio Controllers would like to 
welcome the following new members: 
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From the Editor… 
 
I would like to remind you to take advantage of 
listing any items you have for sale and feel free to 
share: photos, tips, ideas, interesting articles, product 
reviews, up-coming events and any other points of 
interest. Let the rest of us know what planes that 
you’re currently building. It will take input from all 
of our members to truly make a worthwhile 
newsletter. You can contact me by phone, letter, or 
e-mail. 
 
Thank You  
Nicholas Ingram (Cline) 
237 Cedar Ln 
Gray, TN. 37615 
(423)477-0681 
nicholas@flyjcrc.com 
 
Items for Sale… 
 
Two Hitec 8 channel receivers for 
JR compatible transmitters. There 
is no crystal included. All have 
been checked by Hitec if involved 
in a crash or never crashed. They 
are the 3600 model which is also 
called HFD-08RD. $40.00 each.  
�
Vic Koenig at 282-0572 
 
 

If you have any items for sale please contact me 
about 2 to 3 weeks before each months meeting to 
give me time to list them in the newsletter. 
 
 (Note: If you have an item (or items) listed one 
month, and would like to list them again the 
following month please let me know to continue 
listing them each month. If not I will assume the 
item or items have sold and can be removed from 
the listing.) 

 
IMAA News …        
Chapter 693 
http://www.fly-imaa.org  
 

If you are an IMAA member and would like to be 
added to the JCRC chapter at no charge, contact Ed 
Fennell and give him your IMAA number so that he 
can update the membership roster. His number is: 
(423) 538-9667 

 
Senior Pattern: 
 

For more information about Senior Pattern go to: 
http://www.rcpattern.net/spa/  
 

Monthly  Membership Meeting… 
 

JOHNSON CITY RADIO 
CONTROLLERS 

MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
 
Meeting minutes will be presented at the meeting. 
 

Mowing Assignments: 
 
July 7th Steve Jewell 
July 14th Paul Hensley 
July 21st Rick Salyers 
July 28th Robert Smith 
 
Please mow the field on or a day or two before your 
date.  Please let Skip Weller know if you can't mow 
at the appointed time, for whatever reason, so that 
someone else will be contacted to mow.   
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It is very important that you mow during your 
appointed week, or make arrangements with Skip to 
reschedule you and find someone to mow in your 
place. 
 
A couple of notes: Please keep the fuel for the 
mowers in the metal building across from the T33, 
and replace any of the field markers that need to be 
moved for mowing. 
 
Skip's number is 753-5352 
 

Preflight Inspection  
 
by Ivan Cankov 
 
From the Prop Masters RC Aero Club, Downers 
Grove IL 
 
Preflight training teaches the student how to inspect 
and prepare his model for flight. Like full-scale 
airplanes, a model airplane flight does not start with 
takeoff and end with landing. It starts with preflight 
inspection and ends with inspecting the airplane for 
any damage because of hard landings or suspicious 
behavior during flight. As are full-scale airplanes, 
our model airplanes are complex machines. To 
ensure a successful flight we must make sure that all 
components are in proper working order. 
 
We are in this hobby mainly for the fun, but we all 
crash—we just don’t know when. Even trainer 
models flown with an instructor using a buddy box 
will crash. The causes can be component failure or 
pilot error; yes, instructors err too.  
 
To keep it fun we have to follow safety rules—both 
general safety rules as well as specific rules that 
apply to our model aircraft field. Students must learn 
to follow these rules to ensure that all pilots and 
spectators are safe and property damage, if any, is 
limited to our model airplanes only. Safety is of 
concern to everybody—all pilots at the field whether 
club members or not, flying or not, spectators, and 
people just passing by. All model-aircraft pilots 
should enforce the rules and make bystanders aware 
of potential hazard areas around the field. 
 
Inspection of a new airplane starts with checking the 

integrity of the main glue joints and all screws. A 
student’s model comes to the field already 
assembled so it’s not possible to thoroughly check 
whether it is perfectly put together—whether it’s 
scratch-built, built from a kit, ARF, or RTF. Despite 
this, an instructor is able to check the components 
that are likely to fail under stress during flight. 
These likely failures are the wing joint, tail feathers, 
control surfaces, landing gear, engine mount, and 
firewall.  
 
Models are not considered airworthy if there are any 
problems found. Remember, you’re a winner when 
you get your airplane(s) home in one piece even if 
you haven’t flown them. Any problem(s) found 
need to be fixed and another inspection performed. 
Some of the problems can be fixed right at the field. 
Others require more time and the convenience of a 
workshop. 
 
Test the wings by placing the center flat on your 
chest and pulling the wingtips with a reasonable 
force. Performed the test in both directions—top 
and bottom of the wing. The joint should not crack. 
Some ARF and RTF manuals state to use tape or 
small plastic straps and screws to hold the wing 
halves together. My advice is to glue the wing 
halves together using 30-minute epoxy unless the 
wing is specifically designed to use a different 
method, such as the NexSTAR wing. 
 
Pulling the tail feathers up, down, and sideways 
should not move them. Again some ARF’s and 
RTF’s use studs glued in the fin and nuts (with 
plastic inserts to prevent them from unscrewing) to 
bolt the tail feathers to the fuselage. It’s somewhat 
handy for transportation and storage but they are 
also more likely to fail, so my advice here is to glue 
them in place while still using the nuts. 
 
Pulling the control surfaces—ailerons, elevator, and 
rudder (and flaps on some airplanes)—is the easiest 
way to check them. They should stay in place. 
Inspect the hinge gap; is it too big? If so, seal it. The 
easiest method I’ve found is to use regular Scotch 
tape. I always carry a roll in my flight box for 
repairs at the field (including repairing holes in the 
covering caused by landing in the weeds).  
 
Check all linkages: there should be no play or slop. 
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Play or slop in the linkages as well as big hinge gaps 
can cause flutter that can in turn destroy the wing, 
stabilizer, or fin to which it is attached. Although 
trainers have smaller control surfaces, moderate 
speeds of operation, and are not very prone to flutter, 
it can still happen—usually after the beginner pilot 
has soloed and starts performing aerobatic 
maneuvers with the trainer model at higher speeds. It 
happened to me; I lost my trainer due to aileron 
flutter. 
 
Check all screws. I put Loctite on all metal-to-metal 
screws—from landing gear to fuselage. Don’t tighten 
any engine screws if you are not familiar with the 
particular engine and its carburetor. Some of these 
should not be tight at all while others are torque-and-
sequence sensitive.  
 
All wood screws should be tight, too. Use thin 
cyanoacrylate glue to harden the holes. First, run the 
screw in the hole so it taps it, then remove the screw 
and put a drop of thin cyanoacrylate glue in the hole. 
Wait for the cyanoacrylate glue to fully cure and 
reassemble the part. These include, but are not 
limited to, servo screws—the ones that hold the 
servos to the servo tray—hatches, tail landing gear 
(most high-wing trainers are not tail-draggers but use 
tricycle landing gear and don’t have a tail wheel), 
main landing gear, etc.  
 
Most RTF’s come with already assembled engines 
and landing gear. Usually they are not properly 
tightened and sometimes they become unscrewed 
and fall in the box. The result is a model that arrives 
at the field with screws missing or not tightened. 
Beginners are not knowledgeable enough to notice or 
even know how many screws should be used, and 
are mislead by the Ready-To-Fly advertisement of 
the product they just acquired. 
 
Check the propeller. Is it the proper size for that 
particular airplane/engine combo? Is it suitable for 
training? Small diameter high-pitch propellers 
provide a lot of speed that is not needed for a trainer 
model. A typical propeller for a .40-.46 size engine 
on a trainer plane is 11x5.  
 
Next, check to see if the propeller is properly 
attached to the engine crankshaft. The propeller nut 
should be tight—very tight. The modern engines 

have hardened crankshafts and use hardened 
propeller nuts, so don’t be afraid to tighten it. With 
an electric starter, from a safety and ease point of 
view, a spinner or spinner nut should be used. It 
should be tight, too. If the screws holding the 
spinner cone to the back-plate are not tight, the cone 
will start to vibrate when applying the electric 
starter and shatter if it is a plastic one.  
 
Check the center of gravity (CG) of the airplane 
with an empty tank. An improperly balanced 
airplane is hard to impossible to control. If done at 
the field and it’s windy, try to find a place where the 
wind will not affect the airplane’s attitude. Using 
your fingers is not the most precise method but it 
works. For most trainers the CG is located at the 
main spar. Check the CG with the fuel tank empty. 
When it’s full, the CG is slightly forward. It’s easier 
to fly a slightly nose-heavy airplane than a tail-
heavy one. Most of the fuel is gone by the end of 
the flight, so the CG goes back to where it was set 
up with an empty tank. 
 
Check the direction and the amount of control 
surface deflection. Do not exceed the manufacturer 
recommended values—they make the model more 
sensitive to the controls. That combined with the 
inherent tendency of beginners to over control the 
airplane, will lead to aggravation from the student. 
He or she will be constantly fighting the airplane. 
 
Do a thorough range check with the transmitter 
antenna fully collapsed and the engine running at 
idle, half, and full throttle. You can do it while 
breaking the engine in (if the engine is new). The 
servos should not twitch when you walk up to 30 
paces (60 feet) away from the airplane. Twitching 
servos might be caused by low battery voltage for 
the receiver and/or transmitter pack. (Were they 
charged overnight?) 
 
Break in the engine. ABC/ABN engines normally 
take one to two tanks before they can run reliably. 
Ringed engines take longer. Run the engines on the 
rich side of the needle valve, especially ringed 
engines. The airplane is ready to fly when the 
engine can idle and transition reliably.  
 
Some engines (Evolution) are advertised as factory 
broken in. My advice is to take the time to run at 
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least one tank of fuel through it. After that, if its 
performance satisfies an experienced pilot, the 
engine can take an airplane in the air. Keep in mind 
that the engine will continue to break in until it burns 
a gallon or two of fuel. How much depends on 
engine design. During that period, the engine will 
require some readjustment of its needles. 
 
Leave the maiden flight to an experienced pilot. He 
will fly the airplane and trim it out. He will also 
readjust the linkages if necessary when the airplane 
is back on the ground so the trims can be re-centered 
(if the transmitter is not a computer one). 
 
 

Fly-In and Swap Meet of 2006 
 
Wow! what a great first fly-in of the year. Just look 
at all of the planes. Please check out the newsletter 
on  our website www.flyjcrc.com to see these 
pictures in color and to see more pictures of the fly-
in posted on the web. 
 
 

 
 
Terry could have been giving rides on this big bird. 
 

 
 
Those guys from Lonesome Pine are serious about 
flying. They said they could have brought more. 

 
 
Herb brought the family and made a day of it. 
 

 
 
Don and Paul are working out the details. 
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The Nolichuckey guys made a showing as well. 
 
 

On the Building Board 
 
More on the progress of Kyle Skidmore’s scale P51 
Mustang.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Kyle, please keep us posted on the progress of this 
beautiful plane. 

 
Ed Ritsko revealed a new plane this past Thursday 
night and it flew as great as it looked. 
 

 
 

Just a Reminder 
 
We as a club should always be looking for new 
members and find ways to introduce this exciting 
hobby to others. We need to be inviting people, 
young and old, to come out to the field and 
experience the hobby for themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please post the included flyer for the up coming 
Fun Fly Competition in any buisness or store front 
that you frequent. (get permission first)  The more 
people involved the more fun we all have. 
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    July 29th    

    2006     
         
         
         

         
 

 

       

Egg Drop       Carrier Landing
        

Bean Run      Limbo
        

Time Trials      Balloon Bust
         

The competition will be held at the  
Johnson City Radio Controller's flying field  

This event is being co-sponsored by  
Johnson City Radio Controllers and 
Lonesome Pine Radio Controllers 

You are invited to join us for the  2006 Fun Fly Competition.  
If you choose to compete or just come and watch, we will all have a great time. 

         

Pilot entry fee $10.00   Registration from  8:00 AM to 9:00AM 
         
Number of events 6  Pilot Meeting at   9:00 AM   
         
Lunch starting at Noon  First Event Starts at 9:30 AM   
         

There will be First Place trophies for all events and for the Grand Champion 
A "points system" will be in use to determine the "Grand Champion" 

         
Kerry Hay   For more information:  Eddie Cline 

276-926-8070 www.flyjcrc.com 423-477-0681 
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Vic Koenig 
3404 Berkshire Circle 
Johnson City, TN 37604 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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Benedicts Ace Hardware 
3607 N. Roan St 
Johnson City, TN  
(423)282-1950  

Boy’s Toys 
1305 Tusculum Blvd. Suite 1 

Greeneville, TN 37615 
(423) 639-8641 

 

Notice to Membership 
Access to the “Members Only” section of 
the JCRC Website is as follows: 
Username= jcrc (lowercase) 
Password= 00 + current gate combination 
www.flyjcrc.com  

Next Meeting is:  
Tuesday June 27th, 2006 6:45 
PM at the Bowser Ridge Model 
Airport. 
 


